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WSCC COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Contributions and feedback to the WSCC Newsletter welcome.  

Email  EDITOR : newsletter@wollombischool.com.au 

 

NEXT Wollombi School Community Centre Committee monthly 

meeting will be held at the Wollombi School commencing: 

10am Tuesday 11th  February 2025   [second Tuesday in each 

month]    ALL WSCC MEMBERS WELCOME TO ATTEND 

 

WSCC COMMITTEE NEEDS A NEW SECRETARY….URGENTLY 
 

The WSCC needs a new Secretary  

main tasks are: Notices, Minutes and Meeting Agenda/Papers 

if you would like to make a contribution to the Wollombi School  

please contact the President by email ASAP 

WSCC is entering into an exciting program of challengers and 

projects and you could make a major contribution  

Please come and work with a talented, positive, united and 

hardworking Committee by volunteering to be the Secretary 

 

Wollombi EASTER MARKET DAY   MONDAY  21  APRIL 2025 

Visit historic Wollombi on the holiday Monday of each long 

weekend (Easter, June and October) for this great market of over 100 

stalls, including local produce and crafts, plants, clothes, tools, bric-a-

brac and much more. 

The Wollombi Market attracts thousands of visitors to the beautiful 

countryside of the Wollombi Valley in Hunter Valley Wine Country. Wollombi 

is just over an hour from the outskirts of Sydney and Newcastle and 30 

minutes from Cessnock. Visit and experience the relaxed atmosphere of 

the Wollombi Valley, which boasts a wealth 

of activities, accommodation and attractions, such as boutique wineries, 

superb natural beauty.  

 

    Published by the Wollombi School Community Centre Inc 

         2851 Wollombi Road Wollombi NSW 2035  

                 

 

mailto:newsletter@wollombischool.com.au
https://www.visitwollombi.com.au/
https://www.visitwollombi.com.au/hunter-valley-things-to-do/
https://www.visitwollombi.com.au/hunter-valley-accommodation/
https://www.visitwollombi.com.au/hunter-valley-wine-tasting/
https://www.visitwollombi.com.au/outdoor-activities/
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WOLLOMBI  SCHOOL  HISTORY 

 

 

 
 
 

Extract  from the Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General 
Advertiser 
 (NSW : 1843 - 1893)  
 

WOLLOMBI. SCHOOL   Saturday 30 May 1891, page 4 
 
A successful concert, in aid of a prize fund for the Public School, was given in the 
Court-house on Saturday last. It being the eve of the anniversary of the Queen's Birthday, 
and of the public holiday always observed in the colony in celebration of that event, the 
agricultural labour of the district had evidently been allowed a rest, for during the 
afternoon our usually quiet town showed signs of a large gathering, and these 
were verified in the evening by the presence in the Court-house of one of the 
largest audiences that had ever collected at any entertainment in the town, many 
persons being unable to find sitting accommodation.  
 
The Police Magistrate, Mr. Lumsdaine, opened the proceedings by reading a letter of 
apology from the Rev. W. Tait, whose absence in another part of his large parish 
precluded the possibility of his being present ; and a similar communication from Mr. R. 
Stevenson, the member for the district, stating his inability through attention to his 
Parliamentary duties, to act as Chairman, and ex-pressing his sympathy with the object 
of the concert by a cheque for two guineas.  
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Mr. Lumsdaine then moved Mr. G. Chapman, J.P., into the chair, and the evening's pro-
gramme was entered upon by a pianoforte solo by Miss Smith. This was succeeded by 
two glees, sung by the pupils of the Public School, rendered with so pleasing an effect as 
to reflect credit not only on themselves but on their conductor (Mr. A. L. Bapty), who had 
with the most commendable perseverance  songs which followed, and which wer 
especially honoured with an encore, may be mentioned one by Miss Kenny, a serenade, 
music by Gounod. Mrs. Kinloch then sang with much sweetness, " Thy Face," and joined 
Miss Kenny in the beautiful old duet, " Mother can this the glory be." Mr. Lochrin played 
excellently a violin solo, choosing some popular airs, with variations. A song, " Tit for 
Tat," was then given by Miss Gertrude Tait, who rendered it in a telling manner. A song, 
"If a Body miss a Lesson" was sung by Agnes Lochrin, a pretty little maid of only seven 
summers, with such pleasing and sweet effect that a shower of bouquets soon reached 
the stage all her reward.  
 
Mr. Bapty contributed two songs in his accustomed cultivated style; and two piano solos 
and a duet were added to the instrumental part of the concert by Miss G. Townshend 
and Miss F. Mayo, pupils of Miss Smith, and also attending the public school. Considering 
the difficult nature of the compositions for young performers both acquitted themselves 
with credit. 
 
 Two humorous readings were kindly contributed by Mr. Butler, who took the place of 
some absentees. Between the first and second parts of the concert a drama, entitled 
"Three Fairy Gifts," was acted by some of the Public School children, and the parts were 
admirably performed, and proved that talents, hitherto, latent had been excellently 
brought out by their instructor, Mr. Kinloch, who must have felt well rewarded by the 
success achieved in the first efforts by his juvenile artists.  
 
After a vote of thanks to those who had taken part in the entertainment, and an 
acknowledgment of the assistance otherwise rendered to the promoters by some 
residents of the town, the entertainment closed with the singing of the National 
Anthem, the audience standing. 
 
MWM Dec 21, 1895 
 
At the breaking up of the Public School, Wollombi, on Friday last, the teacher 
(Mr. Kinloch), was most agreeably surprised by being presented with an address 
and a silver-mounted pickle jar, by the pupils and ex-pupils. Master John C. J. Smith 
read the address, after which Mr. H. Lumsdame, having been requested by Master 
Oswald Chapman on behalf of the pupils, handed the present to Mr. Kinloch, making a 
few appropriate remarks. 
 
 Mr. Kinloch replied in feeling terms, stated the presentation was quite an unexpected 
surprise, was indeed pleasing to find his efforts had been appreciated, and in thanking 
the pupils and ex-pupils for the address and present, wished them all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. Cheers were then given for the teacher. 
 

[research by Stuart Gibson : extract from TROVE] 
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Wollombi School Relief and Resilience Centre  

                   MISSION STATEMENT: 

To establish and maintain a Community Relief and Resilience 
Centre where the Wollombi Valley community may find support 
and practical assistance during times of fire, flood or other 
adverse event 

                    

                      BACKGROUND BRIEFING  

 

Community Engagement during after the storm  

Written by Fiona Burless …WSCC Committee Member 

On the evening of Wednesday, the 15th of January , 2025, the 
Wollombi Valley was one of the areas impacted by a large and 
fierce storm cell. Luckily, no lives were lost in our community, but 
there was widespread damage to vegetation and there were 
reports of damage to some homes, cars and definitely to more 
than a roof or two. I, myself, had some roof damage from a falling 
tree. Talk about extending the olive branch… 

 

One of the most inconvenient impacts to our community was the 
widespread, and long-lasting, power outage that followed the 
storm. The new, “improved” battery for the Telstra tower in the 
village was, it seems, struck by lightning causing it to fail 
spectacularly. Minutes after the power went out, so, too, did the 
Telstra Tower. Many homes were (and still are) affected by the loss 
of land-line connection. The locally-used copper wire system did 
not fare well with all of the electrical conductivity during the 
storm.  
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Ausgrid teams worked long and hard to restore power to homes 
and businesses in the valley, using their tried and true “order of 
restoration pattern” (which always seems to leave my neck of the 
woods until last…but I’m not complaining). When power to the 
village (and the Telstra tower) was restored, many homes, like 
mine, were still without power for some time.  

 

If only…I thought to myself…if only there was somewhere to go to 
charge my phone and some lights to make enduring the extended 
power outage more comfortable. It occurred to me that this was 
exactly the type of dilemma for which the Wollombi School 
Community Centre could be to provide some assistance to our 
community members. 

 

I realised the cruel irony of posting a Facebook-type notification 
about using Wollombi School as a place to…reconnect…when so 
many were without any power to be able to see such a 
notification…however, I did so anyway. 

 

I notified our community via local community group pages on 
social media stating that I would be at Wollombi School for 2 
days, 10am-4pm. The post seen by many locals and I received 
direct notification from very nearly 100 people who 
liked/loved/thumbs-upped the post. I also let local businesses 
know that I would be at the school if they were inundated with 
customers wanting to know where they could charge their phones 
etc. 
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I encouraged anyone who did drop in to charge their devices to 
sign in to our visitor book and I offered tours of the school and 
emphasised the Community Centre direction that WSCC has 
adopted. It felt like very worthwhile community engagement. We 
may have found some new potential members. [ Fiona Burless ] 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making History  

 

With the flick of a pen, Lesley Tyler, President of Wollombi School Community Centre, 

and Sarah Spinks, Hunter Mobile Preschool's Coordinator, made history recently when 

they signed the first ever formal agreement between the two organisations.  

 

At the signing, Lesley said “It’s so good to have the Preschool working out of our 

building at Wollombi School. We know the great service the staff provides to Wollombi 

Valley families so it’s especially pleasing to have cemented that vital service in our 

community with the signing of this agreement.” 

 

On behalf of the Preschool, Sarah noted “We’re licensed by the NSW Department of 

Education, which gives parents a sense of security, I think. They know we’re regulated 

and that we work hard at creating a safe, caring and friendly environment for their 

children. We want them to have the highest quality care AND the learning opportunities 

that allow them to develop at their own rate. Learning occurs through organised play 

activities in areas such as arts and crafts, manipulative and constructive play, 

language, music, maths, drama and movement.” 
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Sarah and Lesley signing the agreement between Hunter Mobile Preschool & WSCC 

 

Hunter Mobile Preschool is a not-for-profit, community based Preschool service. All 

the money that comes in is put back into the Preschool for the children. Thanks to the 

NSW Government’s Affordable Preschool Funding, the Preschool remains attendance 

fee free for all children in 2025. The only fee payable is an annual enrolment fee of 

$30 (includes a hat and drink bottle). 

 

If you (or anyone you know) want further information about the Hunter Mobile 

Preschool’s activities at Wollombi School, contact the Preschool: phone 49346725 or 

email them at lhactivityvan@bigpond.com. 

 

         HOW TO CONTACT THE WOLLOMBI SCHOOL    

         COMMUNITY CENTRE: …. by email is preferred  

         PRESIDENT   president@wollombischool.com.au  

        WSCC WEBSITE       www.wollombischool.com.au 

        Unsubscribe:   newsletter@wollombischool.com.au 

        

mailto:lhactivityvan@bigpond.com
mailto:president@wollombischool.com.au
http://www.wollombischool.com.au/
mailto:newsletter@wollombischool.com.au
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WOLLOMBI SCHOOL ARTS CENTRE 

An example of the artwork from the Wollombi School Arts Centre  

Thursday ScreenPrinting Group   

Next exhibition will be at the OLD WOLLOMBI FIRESHED GALLERY on the 
first two weeks in March 2025 
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Hey, Siri 

 

Gazza: Hey, Siri, you okay 

for a chat? 

Siri: I am always ready to 

talk with you, Gazza.  

G: Yeah. Of course.  

S: What would you like to 

talk about? 

G: What do you know 

about WSCC, mate? 

S: I know everything there 

is to know about Wollombi 

School Community 

Centre, Gazza.  When the 

NSW Government closed 

Wollombi School in 2014 - 

G: Yeah, yeah, WSCET 

etc. Not so interested in all 

that. What are they up to 

at the moment? 

S: Thank you for refining 

the topic, Gazza. 

Wollombi School 

Community Centre are 

currently seeking Crown 

Land status for the 

Wollombi School site with 

a view to establishing a 

relief and resilience centre 

on-site. 

G: Wow, they're busy kids. 

S: Yes, Gazza, the 

Wollombi School 

Community Centre 

committee and members 

have been working very 

hard on this project.  

G: What’s a relief and 

resilience centre when it's 

at home? 

S: It is fortunate that I 

understand your irregular 

usages, Gazza. When a 

relief and resilience centre 

is at home - 

G: Siri, is that you making 

a joke? 

S: It was nice of you to 

acknowledge my attempt 

at humour, Gazza. 

G: My aim is to please, 

mate. 

S: Thank you, Gazza. 

Wollombi School 

Community Centre is 

seeking to establish a 

community Relief and 

Resilience Centre where 

the Wollombi Valley 

community may find 

support and practical 

assistance during times of 

fire, flood or other adverse 

events. 

G: Ah, so if it's bluddy wet 

or flamin' hot, we could go 

to Wollombi School.  

S: Yes.  

G: Storms, blackouts? 

S: Yes. And 

communication failures 

and smoke intensity.  

G: Bewdy, Newk ! Like a 

Neighbourhood Safer 

Place, then. 

S: No, Gazza, the 

Wollombi School Relief 

and Resilience Centre is 

NOT intended to be a 

Neighbourhood Safer 

Place. If Valley people are 

facing immediate threats 

to their safety in the face 

of an oncoming bushfire, 

the designated 

Neighbourhood Safer 

Places are Negro Street, 

next to Wollombi Tennis 

Courts and Laguna Oval, 

opposite Laguna Public 

School.  

G: OK, so not during 

extreme danger. So when 

would you use Wollombi 

School Relief and 

Resilience Centre? 

S: I am unsure that I would 

ever use the Wollombi 

School Relief and 

Resilience Centre, Gazza, 

but you would after days 

of bushfire smoke -  

G: Ah, yes, like in the 

'19/'20 fires. 

S: Indeed. And during a 

heatwave. Or after a 

storm, when the power is 

out for many days. 

G: Oh, yes, I heard WSCC 

opened the Wollombi 

School Residence to help 

people charge phones 

and do some cooking just 

a couple of weeks ago. 

S: You are correct again, 

Gazza. That is indicative 

of some of the practical 

support a Wollombi 

School Relief and 

Resilience Centre could 

offer Valley people.  

G: You mentioned 

heatwaves a minute ago. 

Is that connected to this 

heat haven stuff I've heard 

a bit about recently? 

S: Yes. 
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G: Tell me about it.  

S: Heat havens are 

facilities available to a 

community as places of 

refuge in times of 

excessive heat or smoke. 

Extreme heat days can be 

lethal for some - the 

elderly, sick people and 

the very young, for 

example.  

G: I've heard heatwaves 

called "the silent killer". 

S: A very apt description, 

Gazza. Heatwaves are 

more deadly than all other 

natural hazards 

combined.  

G: Wowsers, including 

bushfires and floods? 

S: Yes. And cyclones and 

storms. 

G: A Wollombi School 

heat haven sounds like a 

bluddy good idea, then.  

S: Yes, Gazza, I agree. 

The idea comes from the 

Southcoast Health and 

Sustainability Alliance in 

the Eurobodalla Shire - 

G: Great, Siri, but let's 

stick to Wollombi Valley, 

hey! What do we need 

here? 

S: Alright. Would you like 

to play a game, Gazza? 

G: Depends. Will it help 

me learn about heat 

havens? 

S: Of course.  

G: OK. 

S: The game works like 

this - you nominate what 

you think is needed for a 

heat haven and I'll tell you 

whether you're right or 

not. 

G: Mate, that requires me 

to think! 

S: Yes, and you might be 

surprised how much you 

already know.  

G: Yeah, maybe. OK, heat 

havens. 1. Air 

conditioning.  

S: Check.  

G: 2. Electricity.  

S: More details required. 

G: Ah, yes, solar system 

with generator backup.  

S: Double check.  

G: 3. Water. Oh, yes, and 

maybe firefighting 

equipment.  

S: Check and double 

check.  

G: 4. Communications 

system. Gawd, Siri, the list 

just goes on and on. 

S: You are correct, Gazza.  

G: But how can WSCC 

afford all this? 

S: They cannot afford "all 

this", Gazza. Do you know 

any benevolent 

billionaires? 

G: I think you're joking 

again, Siri.  

S: Yes, it was a humble 

attempt at humour. I am 

so pleased when you 

understand my little 

witticisms.  

G: Mega $s, mate. Easter 

Markets won't cut it. 

S: Indeed. Wollombi 

School Community 

Centre is heading down 

the long and winding road 

of grant applications.  

G: Brave people. That's a 

big job. But an important 

one.  

S: Vital, Gazza.  

G: Hey, Siri, gotta go. 

Always great chatting with 

you.  

S: Thank you, Gazza. It is 

enjoyable talking with you, 

too. 

 

This article stands on the 

shoulders of the Committee 

of the Wollombi School 

Community Centre, 

especially the heat haven 

heavy hitters, Gael Winnick, 

and Kerry Lannoy  
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	Visit historic Wollombi on the holiday Monday of each long weekend (Easter, June and October) for this great market of over 100 stalls, including local produce and crafts, plants, clothes, tools, bric-a-brac and much more.

